





Do we need science?
Do we need STI policies?
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Some Figures!



R&D expenditure as % of GDP
1996 — 2003 (Il) in a number of countries
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Source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics, Badran and

Zou'bi (2006)




Gender!

Prof. Zohra Benlakhdar FIAS (Tunisia)
UNESCO L’Oreal Laureate of 2005
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Quote of yesterday!

Science Is for scientists.... Let
the politicians worry about the
politics!”

Ambassador Irene Rabenoro (vadagascar)

Launch Meeting of ISTIC, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 22 May 2008.



But!

Science Is too important to
be left to scientists alone or
to politicians alone!

What | call the Cold War
Syndrome!



13t |AS Conference, Kuching 29 Sept-
03 Oct, 2003

“Science Is not useful, until it Is seen to be
Useful. To be, or to be seen to be, useful
science must directly benefit the
community. Hence the importance of not
only doing good science, but of harnessing

science for development!”
Omar Abdul Rahman (2005), Malaysia



Political Leaders who
appreciate/d Science!
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European
Parliament,
Strasbourg, 10
March 2005 -

Calls upon Member States to make all necessary efforts to meet
their respective national targets for R&D investment, which they
themselves set at the Barcelona European Council; considers that
R&D investment in the EU should reach 3% of GDP by 2010, and
In particular that national public R&D budgets should be raised to
the levels required by that target; calls on the Commission to
monitor compliance by Member States with their commitments,
especially by those Member States which fall below the European

average;



Some Facts!

There is a problem when it comes to the relationship between
science and members of Parliament. Few Parliamentarians
understand the possibilities of science. They do not understand
the limitations of science, or the long time scales it can take to
develop an idea into something that will benefit the community.
Nor do scientists understand the work of members of Parliament.
They do not have a clear idea of the political processes. They do
not appreciate the pressures or the time scales Parliamentarians
work to. Both sides, the scientists and the Parliamentarians
recognize the importance of each other. But there is no natural
dialcl)dgue between the two sides, because they come from different
worlds.

Toss Gascoigne (2007), Council for the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences, Australia






The Marriage of Politics and
Policies

Aim of Government:;

Continuity, Security, Stability, Continuity, Being here
tomorrow

Science should aim:
Being here in a better tomorrow

Expose don’t Impose!

A Proposed Roadmap!

Science, Technology and Innovation Policy
Centre,
S&T Parliamentary Committee;
Sustained S&T Expenditure; and
An Academy of Sciences.



Networks!

Political for a: G77+China, G11, D20,...
Parliamentary Unions

Universities, universities, universities
(A South-South Bologna Process)

UN: UNESCO, UNDP, UNESCWA, ESCAP,
ECA, IUCN;

OIC: COMSTECH, ISESCQO, IAS, OIC Networks

Academies of Sciences:; IAP, IAC, FASAS,
TWAS, IAS, ASTF...



Academies of Sciences!

« How many developing countries have
academies of sciences?

 Countries that have academies of
sciences do have STI Policies!



16t |AS Conference, Kazan,
Tatarstan; August 2008

Science, Technology and
Innovation for Sustainable
Development in the Islamic World:
The Policies and Politics
Rapprochement. An IAS-UNESCO
activity. o fasars
Includes: .
Role and Function of Academies of
Sciences;

Science, Polity and the Media;
History of Islamic Science,
Engineering and Technology (ISSTI

).
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The Little Minerat of Bolghatr,
Tatarstan (Russia) Is preserved since

the Middle Ages.
Source:Wikipedi

Thank youl.



