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Two offerings for some linkage with 
ISTIC

1. Study on South-South Collaboration on Health 
Biotechnology to be published in Nature 
Biotechnology in mid 2009

2. Project on network of African life sciences 
convergence centres to accelerate 
commercialization of health products



South-South Collaboration in Health 
Biotechnology - collaborators

Brazil

China

CubaCuba

Egypt

India

South Africa



Mapping South-South Research Collaboration in Health 
Biotechnology, 1994-2005 



Mapping South-South Entrepreneurial Collaboration
in Health Biotechnology



EXAMPLE:  S-S collaboration

Meningitis AC Vaccine Produced for Africa

• Brazil and Cuba cooperate to solve a health problem of a third 

party in the South (Mali)

• Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (CIGB) in • Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (CIGB) in 

Cuba has contributed the main technology

• Biomanguinhos of Brazil carries out the manufacturing

• Using complementary capabilities, the price of the vaccine 

produced through this partnership is much lower than that on 

the international market



African life science convergence 
centres

A to Z Textile Mills 
(Arusha, Tanzania)

Wen Kilama, (Tanzania)



“We in Africa must either begin 
to build up our scientific and 
technological training 
capabilities or remain an capabilities or remain an 
impoverished appendage to the 
global economy ”

- His Excellency President Paul Kagame



We are working with stakeholders  
in 3 countries



What we found 
& What We’re Doing 

• Potential to commercialize innovative biomedical R&D, such 
as traditional medicines and diagnostics

• But stagnant / constipated technologies

• Insufficient capital – market readiness and private capital

• Concept of convergence resonated, and we are working to 
support implementation of convergence platforms



How might the convergence 
platforms be funded? 

“In particular the Bank should support the

development of national and regional centers
of excellence in the health sciences and in
Energy  and environmental technologies. There
are significant potential benefits from 
strengthening the linkages between life sciences
and the private sector. These centers would
facilitate and incubate innovation, supporting
entrepreneurship  and developing technologies.”



How might the technologies be 
funded?

• We could identify very little 
invested life sciences VC in SSA

• IFC has announced a health 
venture fund for Africa

• Plans to mobilize up to $1B • Plans to mobilize up to $1B 
including an $350M equity vehicle 
with initial investment of $100M

• Partnerships will be important to 
mitigate and tier risk and 
demonstrate that this market 
failure can be bridged



Additional funding partners listed at www.mrcglobal.org

Thank You, and please join us on 
Facebook at ‘Global Health Engage’

Additional funding partners listed at www.mrcglobal.org


