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RUSHSAP was established in 1975 as part of the decentralization

policy of U$ESCO. Bangkok is also the U$ regional hub.
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(region covers 47 countries)



Our common futureOur common future

Our planet, our oasisOur planet, our oasis
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Our planet, our oasisOur planet, our oasis

The crisis of survivalThe crisis of survival

A common challengeA common challenge



our common goal…our common goal…
Human securityHuman security
freedom from fearfreedom from fear
freedom from want freedom from want 
freedom from needfreedom from need

Protecting the dignity of Protecting the dignity of 

RUSHSAP

Protecting the dignity of Protecting the dignity of 
people is a universally people is a universally 
agreed goal of the agreed goal of the 
United Nations. How do United Nations. How do 
we balance human we balance human 
rights of persons today rights of persons today 
with environmental with environmental 
ethics, and rights of ethics, and rights of 
future generations?future generations?



RUSHSAP

Ethics of Energy Technologies 
in Asia-Pacific project
•Launched in September 2007

•15 working groups

•200+ members and growing

•Partners welcome at Ministry, 
Institution and Individual level.Institution and Individual level.
•Meetings of groups across region, 
also virtual, web-casts
Outputs:
•Reports with policy options
•Interdisciplinary networks
Coordinated by RUSHSAP, U$ESCO Bangkok
http://www.unescobkk.org/rushsap/energyethics/
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1997 2003 2005

Bioethics standard-setting actions



Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human RightsUniversal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights

PreamblePreamble

General provisionsGeneral provisions

aimsaims

scopescope

1.1. Human dignity and human rightsHuman dignity and human rights

2.2. Benefit and harmBenefit and harm

3.3. Autonomy and individual responsibilityAutonomy and individual responsibility

4.4. ConsentConsent

5.5. Persons without the capacity to consentPersons without the capacity to consent

6.6. Respect for human vulnerability and Respect for human vulnerability and 
personal integritypersonal integrity

7.7. Privacy and confidentialityPrivacy and confidentiality

8.8. Equality, justice and equityEquality, justice and equityscopescope

PrinciplesPrinciples

Application of the principlesApplication of the principles

Promotion of the declarationPromotion of the declaration

Final provisionsFinal provisions

8.8. Equality, justice and equityEquality, justice and equity

9.9. NonNon--discrimination and nondiscrimination and non--
stigmatizationstigmatization

10.10. Respect for cultural diversity and Respect for cultural diversity and 
pluralismpluralism

11.11. Solidarity and cooperationSolidarity and cooperation

12.12. Social responsibility and healthSocial responsibility and health

13.13. Sharing of benefitsSharing of benefits

14.14. Protecting future generationsProtecting future generations

15.15. Protection of the environment, the Protection of the environment, the 
biosphere and biodiversitybiosphere and biodiversity



Fourteen provisional Fourteen provisional working groupsworking groups have been formed have been formed 

since the launch conference in September 2007.since the launch conference in September 2007.

The aim of the working groups is to develop dialogue The aim of the working groups is to develop dialogue 

around these particular issues with a focus on around these particular issues with a focus on 

environmental ethics and human security. environmental ethics and human security. 

Seven draft reports are now available for open reviewSeven draft reports are now available for open review. . 

The reports can be used by policy makers, scientists and The reports can be used by policy makers, scientists and 

RUSHSAP

The reports can be used by policy makers, scientists and The reports can be used by policy makers, scientists and 

researchers to consider the ethical dimensions of energy researchers to consider the ethical dimensions of energy 

policy.policy.

These are the result of dialogues and meetings held with These are the result of dialogues and meetings held with 

different groups in various forums and countries.different groups in various forums and countries.

Further topics will be added as reports are complete.Further topics will be added as reports are complete.

Results feed into national, regional and COMEST Results feed into national, regional and COMEST 

discussions.discussions.



Energy is intimately related to our environment Energy is intimately related to our environment 

and use of its resources, as well as to almost and use of its resources, as well as to almost 

every sphere of economic activity. As policy every sphere of economic activity. As policy 

makers around the world grapple with climate makers around the world grapple with climate 

RUSHSAP

makers around the world grapple with climate makers around the world grapple with climate 

change, choices about energy generation and change, choices about energy generation and 

consumption will have a significant impact on consumption will have a significant impact on 

levels of greenhouse gas emissions and on levels of greenhouse gas emissions and on 

environmental health, as well as people’s ability environmental health, as well as people’s ability 

to access energy to heat and cool their homes, to access energy to heat and cool their homes, 

travel, work and enjoy leisure time.travel, work and enjoy leisure time.



The Asia Pacific region is experiencing the fastest annual The Asia Pacific region is experiencing the fastest annual 

growth in energy demand in the world and meeting this demand growth in energy demand in the world and meeting this demand 

over the next two decades will be a tremendous challenge. As over the next two decades will be a tremendous challenge. As 

oil prices continue to climb, countries face increasing pressure oil prices continue to climb, countries face increasing pressure 

to articulate their energy policies and achieve energy security. to articulate their energy policies and achieve energy security. 

The ethics of all energy choices, including fossil fuels, biofuels, The ethics of all energy choices, including fossil fuels, biofuels, 

RUSHSAP

The ethics of all energy choices, including fossil fuels, biofuels, The ethics of all energy choices, including fossil fuels, biofuels, 

nuclear energy, fuel cells, renewables, etc., need be considered nuclear energy, fuel cells, renewables, etc., need be considered 

holistically. How will energy production affect the environment holistically. How will energy production affect the environment 

and other living organisms? How will rising energy prices affect and other living organisms? How will rising energy prices affect 

the poor? What are our ethical obligations for consultation with the poor? What are our ethical obligations for consultation with 

local people? What are our ethical obligations to future local people? What are our ethical obligations to future 

generations and what vision for the future do we hold? generations and what vision for the future do we hold? 

Do environmental values held in Asian philosophical and Do environmental values held in Asian philosophical and 

religious traditions affect the sustainability of our relationships religious traditions affect the sustainability of our relationships 

with our environment?with our environment?



•Current Status:
- Draft reports in open review on web and 
inside project members

RUSHSAP

Draft reports and/orDraft reports and/or
outlines online for reviewoutlines online for review

- Revised reports will be circulated to the 47 
member states for Ministers of Science, 
Environment, etc
- Discussion at the Sixth Ordinary Session of 
COMEST, 15-19 June in KL, Malaysia
- Revision and formal Ministry review before 
completion



••Universalism and Universalism and 
environmental values environmental values 

RUSHSAP

Draft report online for reviewDraft report online for review

environmental values environmental values 
1. Are there Universal Environmental Values?1. Are there Universal Environmental Values?
2. Ethical Principles in United 9ations Texts 2. Ethical Principles in United 9ations Texts 
and Other International Documentsand Other International Documents
3. Policy Options3. Policy Options
4. Case Studies of 4. Case Studies of Using Different Using Different 
Frameworks To Resolve Conflicting Interests.Frameworks To Resolve Conflicting Interests.
Meetings held in Kumamoto, Dec. 2008 & Tehran, April, 2009Meetings held in Kumamoto, Dec. 2008 & Tehran, April, 2009



••Ethical Frameworks for Research Agendas Ethical Frameworks for Research Agendas 
and Policy in Environmental Ethicsand Policy in Environmental Ethics
1. Introduction1. Introduction
2. Relevance of Ethical Frameworks in Research 2. Relevance of Ethical Frameworks in Research 
and Policyand Policy

RUSHSAP

Preliminary draft report for reviewPreliminary draft report for review

and Policyand Policy
3. Historical Perspective: Accent on 3. Historical Perspective: Accent on 
Anthropocentrism and its Effects on Anthropocentrism and its Effects on 
Environmental and Energy Research and PolicyEnvironmental and Energy Research and Policy
4. Analysis of environmental / energy policies, 4. Analysis of environmental / energy policies, 
cases..cases..
5. Ethical elements of policy 5. Ethical elements of policy –– what is ethical what is ethical 
energy/ environmental policy? energy/ environmental policy? 



••Representation and Representation and 
Who Decides in Energy Who Decides in Energy 
PlanningPlanning
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Draft report online for reviewDraft report online for review

PlanningPlanning
1. Rights of $ation States1. Rights of $ation States
2. Thailand’s Energy Issues2. Thailand’s Energy Issues
3. Rights of the People to 3. Rights of the People to 
RepresentationRepresentation
4. Further Case Studies4. Further Case Studies are neededare needed



••Community Engagement in Community Engagement in 
Environmental Ethics withEnvironmental Ethics with
reference to Energy Technologiesreference to Energy Technologies

RUSHSAP

Draft report online for reviewDraft report online for review

1.1. Community Engagement and DevelopmentCommunity Engagement and Development
2. 2. From HyperFrom Hyper--Modernization to EcoModernization to Eco--
Modernity Modernity 
3. 3. Community and Government Community and Government 
Participation in Alternative Energies Participation in Alternative Energies 
4. Policy Options for the Global Community4. Policy Options for the Global Community
Case Studies  Case Studies  



•Water ethics and water 
resource management
1) 1) Water EthicsWater Ethics

RUSHSAP

Draft report online for reviewDraft report online for review

1) 1) Water EthicsWater Ethics
2) Uses of Water and Culture2) Uses of Water and Culture
3) Existing Problems in Current Water 3) Existing Problems in Current Water 
Management the $eed for Water EthicsManagement the $eed for Water Ethics
4) Policy options and Construction of Practical 4) Policy options and Construction of Practical 
Water EthicsWater Ethics
7 Case Studies7 Case Studies
Two UNESCOTwo UNESCO--PU joint conferences were held in 2007 and PU joint conferences were held in 2007 and 

2008 in Beijing.2008 in Beijing.



••Energy flow, environment, & Energy flow, environment, & 
ethical implications of meat ethical implications of meat 
productionproduction
11. Concerns of environment and energy in . Concerns of environment and energy in 

RUSHSAP

Draft report online for reviewDraft report online for review

11. Concerns of environment and energy in . Concerns of environment and energy in 
regard to projected increases in meat demand regard to projected increases in meat demand 
in Asiain Asia
2. 9egative externalities of meat production2. 9egative externalities of meat production
3. Ethics of Animal Production3. Ethics of Animal Production
4. Discussion and Policy Options4. Discussion and Policy Options
Meeting held 24 July 2008 in Yokohama.Meeting held 24 July 2008 in Yokohama.



••Ethics of 9uclear Energy Ethics of 9uclear Energy 
TechnologyTechnology
11.. The Situation of $uclear Energy TechnologyThe Situation of $uclear Energy Technology

RUSHSAP

Draft report online for reviewDraft report online for review

11.. The Situation of $uclear Energy TechnologyThe Situation of $uclear Energy Technology
22.. Particular and Unique Issues of $uclear Particular and Unique Issues of $uclear 
Energy Technology EthicsEnergy Technology Ethics
33. International $uclear Technology . International $uclear Technology 
CooperationCooperation
44. $uclear Agreements and Policies. $uclear Agreements and Policies
55. Policy Options and Conclusions. Policy Options and Conclusions
Meeting held Meeting held 2525--27 27 July July 20082008, Hiroshima, Hiroshima



Further reports from working 
groups will be online soon for 
review, and contributions…
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Ethics of Energy Technologies in
Asia and the Pacific Project 
as of 16 August 2008



Ethical worldviews of natureEthical worldviews of nature
Are there worldviews inherent in philosophical and religious Are there worldviews inherent in philosophical and religious 
traditions of the Asia Pacific that shape ethical relationships traditions of the Asia Pacific that shape ethical relationships 
with the natural world? with the natural world? 

Are these anthropocentric, biocentric, ecocentric or Are these anthropocentric, biocentric, ecocentric or 
cosmocentric worldviews? cosmocentric worldviews? 

RUSHSAP

cosmocentric worldviews? cosmocentric worldviews? 

How do our worldviews allocate value and meaning to people, How do our worldviews allocate value and meaning to people, 
plants, animals and the biosphere? What are the relationships plants, animals and the biosphere? What are the relationships 
between such worldviews and actual decisions made by between such worldviews and actual decisions made by 
policymakers or the daily lives of the people they represent? policymakers or the daily lives of the people they represent? 

Visions and hopes of the futureVisions and hopes of the future -- What is the most appropriate What is the most appropriate 
timescale to consider problems of environmental ethics timescale to consider problems of environmental ethics –– years, years, 
decades, centuries, or generations? decades, centuries, or generations? 

11st meeting st meeting 3 3 August August 20082008, Seoul; , Seoul; 22nd Tehran, April nd Tehran, April 20092009



Energy equity and human securityEnergy equity and human security
While energy generation supports economic growth and a higher standard of While energy generation supports economic growth and a higher standard of 

living, it also has financial and environmental costs. How do we reconcile the living, it also has financial and environmental costs. How do we reconcile the 

disproportionate consumption of energy by developed countries with disproportionate consumption of energy by developed countries with 

increasing demand for energy in developing countries, and particularly across increasing demand for energy in developing countries, and particularly across 

the Asia Pacific region? the Asia Pacific region? 
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the Asia Pacific region? the Asia Pacific region? 

Is it appropriate for rich countries to encourage less developed countries to Is it appropriate for rich countries to encourage less developed countries to 

limit their energy consumption and shun luxury lifestyles? Is there a way for limit their energy consumption and shun luxury lifestyles? Is there a way for 

developing countries to access the technology and expertise that permits developing countries to access the technology and expertise that permits 

more efficient energy generation in the developed world? At the social level, more efficient energy generation in the developed world? At the social level, 

should governments provide concessions to make energy more affordable should governments provide concessions to make energy more affordable 

and accessible for lowerand accessible for lower--income people? income people? 

Do government subsidies for energy run the risk of subsidizing inefficient Do government subsidies for energy run the risk of subsidizing inefficient 

use of energy?use of energy?

Meetings: 19 August 2008, Bangkok;  22Meetings: 19 August 2008, Bangkok;  22--23 23 

September 2008, Chennai.September 2008, Chennai.



Educational frameworks for Educational frameworks for 
environmental ethicsenvironmental ethics
This working group will link This working group will link 

to ongoing efforts to develop to ongoing efforts to develop 

and test environmental ethics and test environmental ethics 

education materials and education materials and 
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education materials and education materials and 

strategies with pilot trials. strategies with pilot trials. 

How to overcome the lack of How to overcome the lack of 

action even among those action even among those 

aware of the need to act? aware of the need to act? 

The results link to all the The results link to all the 

other working groups.other working groups.



U$ESCO Bangkok websiteU$ESCO Bangkok website
http://www.unescobkk.org/rushsaphttp://www.unescobkk.org/rushsap
Teaching resourcesTeaching resources
U$ESCO AsiaU$ESCO Asia--Pacific School of EthicsPacific School of Ethics

Ethics of Energy Technologies ProjectEthics of Energy Technologies Project
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http://www.unescobkk.org/rushsap/energyethics
Ethics of Energy Technologies ProjectEthics of Energy Technologies Project
unesco_eet@yahoogroups.comunesco_eet@yahoogroups.com

U$ESCO ParisU$ESCO Paris
http://www.unesco.org/shshttp://www.unesco.org/shs
U$ESCO COMESTU$ESCO COMEST
http://www.unesco.org/comesthttp://www.unesco.org/comest


